
 
 

 
 
 
 

                                             University of Sarajevo 

 

PROF. ZDRAVKO GREBO 

CENTER FOR INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CURRICULUM 

 

 
EUROPEAN REGIONAL MASTER'S PROGRAM  

DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS IN SOUTHEAST EUROPE  
 
 

UNIVERSITY OF SARAJEVO- UNIVERSITY OF BOLOGNA  
 

(double degree) 
 
 

Co-directors: 
 

Prof. Asim Mujkić, University of Sarajevo  
Prof. Marco Borraccetti, University of Bologna 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sarajevo, May 2025 
 

 



 

 

2 
 

 

CONTENTS 
 

1. GENERAL INFORMATION ............................................................................................3 

1.1. Name of the program, type, level, and the implementing institution ....................... 3 

1.2. Scientific/art fields of study ........................................................................................ 3 

1.3. Organisation and duration, minimum ECTS credits required for graduation ............. 3 

1.4. Language of instruction ............................................................................................... 4 

1.5. Admission and Selection ............................................................................................. 4 

1.6. Qualifications awarded ............................................................................................... 5 

1.7. Progression through the study program ..................................................................... 5 

1.8. Grading scale and assessment criteria ........................................................................ 5 

1.9. Quality Assurance ........................................................................................................ 6 

2. PROGRAM DESCRIPTION ............................................................................................8 

2.1. Learning outcomes .......................................................................................................... 8 

2.2. Curriculum ....................................................................................................................... 9 

2.3. Program structure and progression to the next semester ........................................... 10 

2.4. Internship documentation ............................................................................................ 11 

2.5. Graduation requirements ............................................................................................. 11 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

3 
 

1. GENERAL INFORMATION  
 
1.1. Name of the program, type, level, goals and the implementing institution  
 

Name:  European Regional Master's Program Democracy and Human Rights in Southeast 
Europe  

Type and level: cyclical education, master's studies, second cycle (Level VII) 

Study program objectives:  
 

 Educating future professionals, researchers, and academics with advanced 
knowledge, skills, and competencies in the field of human rights and democracy, 
with a particular focus on regional expertise in the context of Southeast Europe, 

 equipping students for practical work in international organizations, the non-
governmental sector, academic institutions, and public administration through an 
interdisciplinary approach and professional practice, 

 developing their ability for critical analysis of social phenomena and active 
contribution to democratic processes and the protection of human rights among 
students, 

 deepening the understanding of human rights and their implementation in the 
specific socio-political contexts of Southeast Europe, 

 enhancing analytical and research skills necessary for the critical analysis of legal and 
political systems, public policies, and processes of democratization, 

 strengthening academic writing and research competencies, including mastery of 
relevant methodologies in social sciences and the humanities through an 
interdisciplinary approach, 

 fostering dialogical, communication, and collaborative skills, along with the 
promotion of critical thinking, and to 

 promoting regional cooperation and intercultural dialogue through the education of 
international students, academic mobility, joint research initiatives, and international 
academic events. 

 
The coordinating institution is the University of Sarajevo, in cooperation with the University 
of Bologna. The organization of the program is entrusted to the Professor Zdravko Grebo 
Center for Interdisciplinary Studies, while the teaching is carried out by professors and 
associates from partner universities, as well as experts from partner institutions. 

 
1.2. Scientific/art fields of study 
 
The program is interdisciplinary and belongs to general fields of social sciences and 
humanities. It combines philosophy, political sciences, sociology, social work and policy, and 
law.  
 

1.3. Organisation and duration, minimum ECTS credits required for graduation   
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Master's Program in Democracy and Human Rights in Southeast Europe is a one-year 
interdisciplinary program. It is conducted and organized in accordance with the European 
Credit Transfer System (ECTS). Classes are held at the Center for Interdisciplinary Studies of 
the University of Sarajevo; internships are carried out in partner organizations, national 
institutions, and civil society organizations across Southeast Europe; and mobility in Italy is 
organized by the University of Bologna at the Residential University Center in Bertinoro. 
 
It is implemented over two semesters:   
 
First Semester: 30 ECTS   
  - Philosophy and Theory of Human Rights and Democracy (5 ECTS)   
  - Nationalism, Identity, and Conflict (6 ECTS)   
  - Democratization and EU Integration (7 ECTS)   
  - UN and European Human Rights System (8 ECTS)   
  - Research Methodologies (4 ECTS)   
 
Second Semester: 30 ECTS   
  - Peace and Human Rights (5 ECTS)   
  - One Elective Course (3 ECTS: Children’s Rights, Migration and Human Rights, 
Environmental Rights and Global Challenges)   
  - Internship (7 ECTS)   
  - Writing and Defense of Final Thesis (15 ECTS)   
 
The program carries 60 ECTS credits, which is the minimum required to complete the studies 
and can only be pursued as a regular self-funded student.   
 

1.4. Language of instruction  
 

The program is fully taught in English.   
 

1.5. Admission and Selection  
 

Admission to the ERMA program is carried out in accordance with the Rules of Study for the 
first and second cycle of studies, integrated, professional, and specialist studies of the 
University of Sarajevo. The call for enrollment of students in the first year of the second 
cycle of studies is publicly announced on the website of the University of Sarajevo and in 
daily newspapers, with the prior approval of the competent Ministry, no later than two 
months before the start of the academic year. The call is published in English on the 
websites of the CIS, UNSA, and the Global Campus of Human Rights, and is actively 
promoted through social media. 
 

Selection and enrollment are based on transparent and clearly defined criteria. Admission 
requires completion of a bachelor’s degree in the field of humanities or social sciences with 
a minimum of 240 ECTS credits. Ranking is based solely on academic performance during 
previous studies. There is no language proficiency test.   
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As an international program, ERMA considers the origin of applicants and forms three 
ranking lists: students from Southeastern European countries, students from EU countries 
and Azerbaijan, and students from other countries. This criterion aligns with legal 
regulations and societal needs analysis, as well as project-based donor resources available 
for the implementation of this study program.   
Since the language of instruction is English, fluency in English is a prerequisite for admission. 
The following international language certificates are accepted:   
1. TOEFL – minimum 560 for the written test, 220 for the computer-based test, and at least 
83 for internet-based testing (IBT).   
2. IELTS BRITISH COUNCIL: minimum 6.5 and not less than 6.0 in individual sections.   
3. Cambridge C1 (CAE) and C2 (CPE)   
4. Duolingo Test Certificate - minimum score of 115   
 
Applicants whose native language is English or who studied in English during university 
confirm their competence through transcripts and certificates issued by their universities.  .  
 
The selection is carried out by the Academic Council of the program and approved by the CIS 
Council based on application forms and documents that applicants must submit in English:   
 
- Completed online application form   
- University diploma (BA and MA)   
- Transcript of records (BA and MA)   
- Proof of English proficiency   
- Citizenship certificate   
- Birth certificate   
- Scanned the first passport page 
   
1.6. Qualifications awarded 
 
Upon completion of all responsibilities outlined in the study plan and program, students are 
awarded two diplomas: one from the University of Bologna and one from the University of 
Sarajevo.   
 
Academic title and professional qualification after completing the second cycle: Master of 
Human Rights and Democracy. 
 

1.7. Progression through the study program 
 

Admission requires a minimum of 240 ECTS credits earned through prior study at 
universities in Bosnia and Herzegovina or abroad. Upon fulfilling all requirements and 
obtaining 60 ECTS credits, graduates earn a total of 300 ECTS, ensuring eligibility for the 
third cycle of studies.   
 

1.8. Grading scale and assessment criteria 
 

The allocation of ECTS credits and grading is carried out for each course based on class 
attendance and active participation during lectures, seminar papers and essays; oral and 
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written exams; and the quality of preparation and defense of the master's thesis. Students 
are also required to complete evaluations for each component of the program. Students are 
obliged to prepare for lectures by reading the required literature beforehand. They must 
attend at least 80% of all classes and actively participate in lectures. Attendance in all 
components of the program is mandatory. Grading for all courses, as well as the final thesis, 
is conducted in accordance with the following scale: 
 

Descriptive Grade International 
Scale 

Score 
Range 

University of 
Sarajevo 

University of 
Bologna 

Exceptional performance 
with no or only minor 

errors 

A 95-100 10 30 honors - 30 

Above average, with some 
mistakes 

B 85-94 9 29-28 

Average, with noticeable 
mistakes 

C 75-84 8 27-25 

Generally good but with 
significant flaws 

D 65-74 7 24-21 

Meets minimum criteria E 55-64 6 20-18 

Does not meet minimum 
criteria 

F         < 54 5 <18 

 

 

1.9. Quality Assurance 
 

The quality assurance process is conducted in accordance with the established quality 
management system of the University of Sarajevo. The normative foundation of the quality 
assurance and management system consists of general acts of the University, particularly:   

a) Statute of the University of Sarajevo   

b) Regulation on the Quality Assurance and Management System of the University of 
Sarajevo   

c) Rules of Student Enrollment for first, second cycle, integrated, professional, and specialist 
studies   

d) Regulation on Student Evaluation of Academic Staff Performance and Study Program 
Implementation   

e) Regulation on the Procedure for Adoption and Modification of Study Programs at the 
University of Sarajevo   

f) Policy on the quality of study programs   

The Center for Interdisciplinary Studies 'Prof. Dr. Zdravko Grebo' strives for continuous 
improvement in the quality of academic programs, particularly due to the high relevance of 
the offered higher education qualifications on the labor market. Preserving and enhancing 
the quality of teaching and assessing the effectiveness of the academic program is a 
strategic priority of the CIS as a sub-organizational unit of the University of Sarajevo. To this 
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end, CIS aims to strengthen and expand its resources, develop strategic plans based on 
indicators from the European Higher Education Area, applicable legal regulations, 
recommendations from the Agency for Science and Higher Education, as well as the 
recommendations and general acts of the University of Sarajevo. 
The quality assurance system is formalized and based on: self-evaluation and external 
evaluation. The quality and success of the program are monitored at the level of the entire 
study program and fall under the jurisdiction of the Center Council. Within the CIS, a Quality 
Assurance Committee is active. Teaching performance is continuously evaluated according 
to procedures applied in the second cycle of studies, which includes: 
 
— student evaluation of the content and implementation of the program; evaluation of 
teaching staff by students; evaluation of lectures, thematic relevance, availability of 
resources for learning and teaching, support, and the overall program; 
— analysis of exam pass rates; analysis of study completion success; 
— periodic evaluation of the implementation plan and curriculum by participating teaching 
staff. 
 
Public information about the academic program is provided through the website and notice 
board of the Center for Interdisciplinary Studies (information package, class schedule, exam 
announcements, and public defenses of final theses). All information and learning resources 
are made available to students through the Moodle learning platform. 
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2. PROGRAM DESCRIPTION  
 
2.1. Learning outcomes 
 

After graduation, the student: 
 
KNOWLEDGE 
 
- Demonstrates systematic knowledge and understanding of theoretical principles and 

contemporary issues in the human rights and democracy field from an interdisciplinary 
perspective. 

- Possesses knowledge of the specificities of post-conflict societies and transitional 
processes in Southeast Europe. 

- Knows advanced research methods necessary for analyzing various complex social 
processes in 
 the field of democracy and human rights. 

- shows familiarity with European and UN legal frameworks and systems for the 
protection of human rights. 

 
SKILLS 
 
- Has advanced knowledge of democratic systems, human rights, and their development, 

particularly in the context of Southeast Europe. 
- Demonstrates advanced analytical and research skills necessary for the critical analysis 

of political and legal systems, policies, and social phenomena related to democratization 
and the protection of human rights. 

- Has the ability to develop theoretically sound and methodologically sustainable 
research projects and produce research reports. 

- Demonstrates advanced academic writing and research skills, and the ability to apply 
appropriate research methodologies in the democracy and human rights field. 

- Easily applies acquired knowledge and understanding to solve problems within the 
interdisciplinary context of human rights and democracy. 

- Applies conceptual and abstract thinking as well as creativity to find alternative 
solutions to social issues in democracy and human rights field. 

 
COMPETENCIES 
 
Professional: 
 
- Has the ability to work in multicultural teams and on international projects involving 

human rights protection, democratization, and civil society development. 
- Integrates acquired knowledge when addressing complex social issues in the field of 

democracy and human rights. 
- Demonstrates the ability to think critically about social and ethical responsibilities 

related to the application of knowledge and judgments in this field. 
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- Effectively communicates knowledge, reflections, and conclusions on topics covered by 
the study program, using appropriate language, clearly and unambiguously, to both 
specialized and non-specialized audiences. 

 
Personal: 
 
- Is capable of advancing knowledge to a higher level, deepening understanding of the 

field of study, and continuously developing personal skills through independent learning 
and growth. 

- Demonstrates the ability for continuous learning and further studies pursuit in an 
independent and self-directed manner. 

- Is capable of constructive and effective collaboration within international and 
interdisciplinary teams. 

- Actively leads and initiates actions and contributes to social change and development in 
democracy and human rights field. 

 
 
 
2.2. Curriculum  
 

I SEMESTER COURSE TITLE ECTS HOURS  (L+S) 

DHRFH101 PHILOSOPHY AND THEORY OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
AND DEMOCRACY 

5 40 

DHRNI102 NATIONALISM, IDENTITY, AND  CONFLICT 
 

6 46 

DHRDI103 DEMOCRATISATION AND EU INTEGRATION 
 

7 50 

DHRPS104 UN AND EUROPEAN HUMAN RIGHTS SYSTEMS 
 

8 58 

DHRRM105 RESEARCH METHODOLOGIES 4 42 

TOTAL  30 236 

II SEMESTER COURSE TITLE ECTS HOURS  (L+S) 

DHRPH206 PEACE AND HUMAN RIGHTS 5 40 

-  ELECTIVE COURSE 3 16 

DHRIN207 INTERNSHIP 7         160 

DHRMT208 MASTER THESIS WRITING AND DEFENCE 15  

TOTAL  30 216 

TOTAL TWO 
SEMESTERS 

 60  
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 ELECTIVE COURSES   

DHREL201 CHILDREN'S RIGHTS 3 16 

DHREL202 MIGRATIONS AND HUMAN RIGHTS 3 16 

DHREL203 ENVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS AND GLOBAL 
CHALLENGES 

3 16 

 
 
2.3. Program structure and progression to the next semester  
 

Under the European Credit Transfer System (ECTS), one academic year of study equals 60 
ECTS credits. This one-year interdisciplinary master’s program has 60 ECTS credits, sufficient 
for graduation and can only be attended as a regular self-funded student. It consists of 6 
compulsory courses, 1 elective course, internship, and thesis writing/defense.   
Izvodi  se tokom dva semestra:  
 
It is implemented over two semesters:   
 
First Semester: 30 ECTS   
 
  - Philosophy and Theory of Human Rights and Democracy (5 ECTS)   
  - Nationalism, Identity, and Conflict (6 ECTS)   
  - Democratization and EU Integration (7 ECTS)   
  - UN and European Human Rights System (8 ECTS)   
  - Research Methodologies (4 ECTS)   
 
Second Semester: 30 ECTS   
 
  - Peace and Human Rights (5 ECTS)   
  - One Elective Course (3 ECTS: Children’s Rights, Migration and Human Rights, 
Environmental Rights and Global Challenges)   
  - Internship (7 ECTS)   
  - Writing and Defense of Final Thesis (15 ECTS)   
 
Students may proceed to defend their thesis upon successfully completing all previous 
obligations, including the mandatory internship. Students write theses under the supervision 
of a mentor. Thesis writing in Italy takes place over 30 days in June and July. Students are 
required to submit a working version of their thesis to the program for plagiarism check and 
to the supervisor for final revision by the end of the academic stay in Italy. Students who do 
not submit a draft version by the end of the academic stay in Italy will present their thesis in 
the following academic year. The final corrected version of the thesis should be submitted 
by the beginning of September. Thesis defense is held in Sarajevo at the end of September, 
followed by the graduation ceremony and, once administrative procedures are completed, 
the awarding of diplomas.   
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2.4. Internship documentation  
 
As an integral part of the curriculum, the program includes a mandatory professional 
internship lasting four weeks full-time (7 ECTS). Students complete the internship at partner 
organizations and institutions under professional supervision and receive ECTS credits upon 
passing the relevant checks, i.e., submitting a logbook and report on the internship, along 
with a detailed evaluation report from the expert supervisor in the organization where the 
internship was completed. Students cannot complete internships in their home country 
(citizenship) as the internship is part of the program’s regional mobility.   
 
Interaction with professional practice is ensured throughout the program through guest 
lectures, study visits to international organizations, and civil society organizations.   
 
During their studies, students also take a research methodologies course (4 ECTS), which, in 
addition to theoretical lectures, includes a series of practical seminars aimed at developing 
their academic writing and research skills, as well as designing and writing the thesis, which 
includes a research component.   
 
2.5. Graduation requirements 
 
The study program is completed by passing all exams and by writing and defending a final 
master's thesis. 
 
Course instructors, in consultation with visiting lecturers and academic associates, are 
required to propose one or more thesis topics with appropriate explanations no later than 
the end of the first semester. A student may also propose their own topic in consultation 
with a mentor of their choosing. The topic (area) of the final master's thesis must be 
selected from within the field of the study program. The student chooses the thesis topic 
after the completion of the first semester, and no later than the beginning of the second 
semester, and must formally register the topic according to the procedure by the end of 
April at the latest. 
 
The application, preparation, defense, and publication of the final master's thesis are 
governed by the rules of study at the University of Sarajevo. 
 
The final master's thesis, after receiving a positive evaluation from the members of the 
assessment and defense committee, is defended publicly. Public defenses are held in 
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, before a three-member committee. The final thesis is 
graded. 
 
Graduates are awarded two diplomas: one from the University of Sarajevo and one from the 
University of Bologna. 
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Course code:  
DHRFH101 

Course name: PHILOSOPHY AND THEORY OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY  

Cycle: II Study year: I Semester: I ECTS: 5 

Study mode: Obligatory 
Total hours: 40 
Lectures: 40 

Teaching 
participants 

Professors and associates with relevant expertise in the scientific area (s) 
to which the subject belongs (UNSA and study program partner 
universities) 

Enrolment 

preconditions: 
None 

Course goal(s): 

The main goal of the course is to introduce philosophical and theoretical 

sources of democracy and human rights as well as contemporary discussions 

and dilemmas through an interdisciplinary approach. 

Thematic units: 

(the weekly work 

schedule is 

established taking 

into account the 

organizational 

units’ peculiarities) 

 PHILOSOPHY OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY  

 JUSTICE, EQUALITY AND SOLIDARITY: THEORIES AND DEBATES 

 IDENTITY POLITICS AND HUMAN RIGHTS  

 CONTEMPORARY THEORIES OF DEMOCRACY  

 THEORIES AND PRACTICES OF CITIZENSHIP 
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Learning 

outcomes: 

(Knowledge, skills 

and competencies)  

Knowledge:  

Students will   

 be acquainted with the intellectual history of foundational concepts 
of human rights, democracy and political theory;  

 understand key paradoxes and problems that shaped self-
understanding of modern political community and dominate 
contemporary discussions about moral and political foundations of 
global political commonwealth; the developments in democratic 
political theory after the development of the classical theories of 
democracy 

 understand human rights and democracy in the context of citizenship, 
nationalism and modern polity, different types of equality; and 
recognize the role of solidarity, for instance, in social movements and 
policies the Intersection of Identity Politics and Human Rights 

 know major social justice theories, and modern theories of 
democracy and citizenship and their interrelation with human rights.  

 
Skills and competencies 
Students will be able to: 

 analyse contemporary problems regarding human rights and 
democracy globally and regionally;  

 show expertise in intellectual history of the development of the 
ideas of human rights and democracy 

 apply theoretical frameworks to current global issues  

 engage critically in interdisciplinary debates on human rights and 
democracy  

 apply open critical perspectivism;  

Teaching methods:  
Teaching methods include frontal lectures with interactivity, from 

discussions to group work and other activities.  

Sustainable 

development goals 

(SDG) 

4 - Quality education; 5 - Gender equality; 10 - Reduced inequalities; 16- 
Peace, justice and strong institutions 

Knowledge 

assessment 

methods with 

grading system1:  

Students are required to attend classes (at least 80% of the total hours). 
 
They must read the assigned literature before lectures and actively participate 
in discussions and workshops. 
 
Knowledge assessment consists of:  

 written assignment 50% of the grade 

 exam that weights 50% of grade.  
 

                                                           
1 The system of points and the grading criteria for each subject shall be defined by the organizational unit’s Council 
prior to the commencement of the academic year in which the teaching activity is performed in accordance with the 
Article 64, paragraph 6 of the Sarajevo Canton Law on Higher Education. 
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Students will be awarded 5 ECTS credits based on: 

 regular attendance (80%) of lectures and workshops; 

 active participation in class activities; 

 points earned through the evaluation of the written assignment 

 points earned through the evaluation of the written exam. 
 
Upon course completion, students will evaluate the course, including its 

content, teaching methods, and individual lecturers, accessibility of materials, 

as well as the course as a whole, through an online questionnaire. 

 

Literature2:  

 

 
Mandatory:  
 
Baker, John: What is participatory democracy?. In: Community Workers Co-
Operative. Strategies to Encourage Participation: a series of practical case 
studies from local, regional and national development in Ireland. Community 
Workers Co-Operative, 1997. 
  
Bauman, Zygmunt. “Freedom From, In and Through the State: T.H.Marshall’s 
Trinity of Rights Revisited “ in Theoria, December 2005. 
 
Benhabib, Seyla. 2002. The Rights of Others. Cambridge. Pp.213-221. 
 
Chambers, Simone (2003). “Deliberative Democratic Theory”, Annual Review 
of Political Science. Vol.6. 307-326. 
 
Chantal Mouffe, The Return of the Political (2000) pp. 1-19 
 
Costas Douzinas:  “The  end  of  human  rights?”  in Human  Rights  and  
Empire.  The political philosophy of cosmopolitanism, Routledge-Cavendish, 
2007; pp.: 3-33;  
 
Donati, Pierpaolo (2013). “Social Capital and Associative Democracy: a 
Relational Perspective”, Journal for the Theory of Social Behavior, Vol.44, 
No1: 24-45. 
 
Émile Durkheim, The Division of Labor in Society (1997) pp. 68-78 
 
Gillens, Martin and Page, Benjamin I. (2014). “Testing Theories of American 
Politics: Elites, Interest Groups, and Average Citizens”, Perspectives on 
politics, Vol.12, No.3: 564-581.  
 

                                                           
2 Acting on behalf of the higher education institution as a public institution, the Senate or organizational unit Council 

respectively, shall define the mandatory and recommended textbooks and manuals list as well as the other 
recommended literature as a basis for preparing and taking the examination by rendering a special Decision which is to 
be published on their websites before the start of the academic year in accordance with the Article 56, paragraph 3 of 
the Sarajevo Canton Law on Higher Education. 
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Habermas,  J.,  “The  European  Nation-State:  On  the  Past  and  Future  of  
Sovereignty  and Citizenship,” Public Culture 10:2 (1998): 397-416, 404 
 
Hannah Arendt: “The Decline of the Nation-State and the End of the Rights 
of Man”, Hannah Arendt, The Origins of Totalitarianism, San Diego, New 
York, London: A Harvest Book, Harcourt Brace & Co., 1976; pp.: 267-304; 
 
Isin, E. (2009), ‘Citizenship in Flux: The Figure of Activist Citizen’, Subjectivity, 
29: 367-88. 
 
John Rawls, A Theory of Justice (1971) pp.47-55 
 
Joppke, Christian. “Transformation of Citizenship: Status, Right, Identity”. 
Citizenship Studies, Vol. 11, No.1, February, 2007:37-48. 
 
Judith Butler: “Precarious Life and the Ethics of Cohabitation”, Judith Butler, 
Notes Toward a Performative Theory of Assembly, Cambridge, London: 
Harvard University Press, 2015; pp.: 99 - 122. 
 
Martha Nussbaum, Creating Capabilities: The Human Development 
Approach (2011) pp. 17-28 
 
Michael Ignatieff: “Human Rights as Politics”, The Tanner Lectures on Human 
Values, Delivered at Princeton University, April 4–7, 2000; pp.: 287-319; 
 
Nancy Fraser, Scales of Justice: Reimagining Political Space in a Globalizing 
World (2010) pp 12-24 
 
Pateman, Carol. 1988. The Sexual Contract. Polity Press. Pp-172-208 
 
Renteln D. Allison. 2013.  International Human Rights: Universalism Versus 
Relativism (Classics of the Social Sciences), New Orleans: Quid Pro Books. Pp-
47-70 
 
Richard Rorty: „Justice as a larger loyality“ in Rorty, Philosophy as Cultural 
Politics; Philosophical Papers Vol. 4; Cambridge University Press, 2007; pp.: 
42-55; 
 
Robert Nozick, Anarchy, State, and Utopia (1974) pp. 149-161 
 
Seyla Benhabib, On the Unity and Diversity of Human Rights, Proceedings 
and Addresses of the American Philosophical Association, Vol. 81, No.2 
(Nov., 2007), pp. 7-32 
 
Štiks, I. (2013), ‘A laboratory of citizenship: shifting conceptions of 
citizenship in Yugoslavia and post-Yugoslav states’, in J. Shaw and I. Štiks 
(eds), Citizenship after Yugoslavia, Abingdon: Routledge 
 
Additional 
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Butler, Laclau, Žižek, Contingency, Hegemony, Universality: Contemporary 
Dialogues on the Left (2011) 
 
Calhoun, Craig, (ed,). (1992). Habermas and the Public Sphere. Cambridge 
and London: MIT Press. Putnam, Robert D. (2001). Bowling Alone – the 
Collapse and Revival of the American Community. 
 
Dahl, Robert. (1996). “The Elitist Theory of Democracy”, The American 
Political Science Review, Vol.60, No.2 (June 1996): 296-305. 
 
David Harvey, Brief History of Neoliberalism (2005) 
De Tocqueville, Alexis (2003). Democracy in America. New York: Penguin 
Press.  
Farelly, Colin. (ed). (2004). Contemporary Political Theory. London, Thousand 
Oaks and New Delhi: Sage Publications 
 
Frantz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth, (1961) 
 
Freedman, J. (2007) Women, Islam and Rights in Europe: Beyond a 
Universalist/Culturalist Dichotomy. Review of International Studies 33, 29–
44. 
 
Habermas, Jurgen. (1984). The Theory of Communicative Action, Vol. 1: 
Reason and the Rationalizationof Society. Boston: Beacon Press. 
 
Held, David. (1996). Models of Democracy (2nd edition). Stanford: Stanford 
University Press. 
 
History of Political Philosophy, Leo Strauss and Joseph Cropsey eds., The 
University of Chicago Press,1987 
 
John Locke, Two Treatises of Government, 
 
Judith Butler, Precarious life: the powers of mourning and violence (2004) 
 
Lijphart, Arent. (1999). Patterns of Democracy – Government Forms and 
Performance in 36 countries. New Haven and London: Yale University Press. 
 
Lopez,  Matias.  (2013).  “Elite  theory”,  Sociopedia.isa,  DOI:  
0.1177/2056846013112.  available  at 
http://www.sagepub.net/isa/resources/pdf/elitetheory.pdf 
 
MacDonald, Margaret. „Natural Rights“ in Theories of Rights, Waldron, 
Jeremy (ed.), Oxford University Press, 1992; 
 
Parisi, Laura. 2017. Feminist Perspective of Human Rights. 
 
Pateman, Carol. (2012) “Participatory Democracy Revisited”, APSA 
presidential address, Vol.10, No.1.(March 2012): 7-19. 
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Post, Robert (2011). “Participatory Theory as a Theory of Free Speech: a 
Reply”, Virginia Law Review,Vol.97, No.3 (May 2011): 617-632. 
 
Ronald Dworkin, Taking Rights Seriously, Harvard University Press, 1978; pp.: 
266-291;  
 
Saskia Sassen, Expulsions: Brutality and the Complexity in the Global 
Economy (2014) 
 
Shapiro, Ian. (2003). The State of Democratic Theory. Princeton and Oxford: 
Princeton University Press.  
 
Slavoj Žižek: “Against Human Rights, new left review 34 july-aug 2005; pp.: 
115-131;  
 
Steans, Jill. 2007. Debating women’s human rights as a universal feminist 
project: defending women’s human rights as a political tool 
 
The Human Rights Reader. Major Political Essays, Speeches, and Documents 
from Ancient Times to the Present (Second Edition), Micheline R. Ishay ed. 
Routledge, 2007; (545 pages); 
 
Thomas Paine, Rights of Man I, II; Edmund Burke, Reflections; 
 
UN Beijing Platform for Action (1995). At 
www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/platform/  
 
UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women (CEDAW).  
 
Yanis Varoufakis, And The Weak Suffer What They Must? (2016) York, 
London, Toronto and Sydney: Simon and Schuster Paperbacks. 
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Course code:  
DHRNI102 

Course name:     NATIONALISM, IDENTITY, AND CONFLICT 

Cycle: II Study year: I Semester: I ECTS: 6 

Study mode: Obligatory 
Total hours: 46 
Lectures: 42 
Field trip: 4 

Teaching 
participants 

Professors and associates with relevant expertise in the scientific area (s) 
to which the subject belongs (UNSA and study program partner 
universities) 

Enrolment 
preconditions: 

None 

Course goal(s): 

The course explores nationalism, identity and conflict and their interaction. 
Nationalism is examined from the perspective of theory, its links with 
religion and culture and within the historical, institutional and political 
context of relevant cases. The course also examines identity formation and 
change involving not only nation and ethnicity but also gender, class, race, 
age and sexuality. These themes are further discussed through 
contemporary debates on ethnic and national conflict and conflict 
management. The principal focus is on democracy in plural societies and 
contested states via state strategies of integration, territorial pluralism and 
power sharing as well as the protection of minority rights. All themes are 
contextualized within contemporary conflicts in South East Europe and 
beyond, through interdisciplinary perspective.  

Thematic units: 

(if needed, the 
weekly work 
schedule is 
established taking 
into account the 
organizational units’ 
peculiarities) 

- NATIONALISM, SELF-DETERMINATION AND THE DISINTEGRATION 
OF YUGOSLAVIA  

- IDENTITY, CONFLICT AND RECONCILIATION  
- DEMOCRACY IN PLURAL SOCIETIES  
- RELIGION AND STATE  
- PROTECTION OF MINORITY RIGHTS IN SOUTH-EAST EUROPE  

 
+ FIELDVISIT: MOSTAR  
 

Learning outcomes: 
(Knowledge, skills 
and competencies)  

Knowledge  

Students will: 
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- know and understand theories and varieties of nationalism and related 
concepts, including nation, sovereignty, and self-determination; 
familiarity with conflicts during and after Yugoslavia’s breakup 

- understand the links between identity, conflict and reconciliation 
- understand the ways in which democracy can exacerbate conflict in 

plural societies but also provide institutional and other resources to 
manage and resolve it;  

- show familiarity with integration, territorial pluralism and power sharing 
- know of basic religious rights and freedoms in the context of 

contemporary religious pluralism;  
- understand how religion, identity and ethnicity interact 
- know of the legal framework for the protection of minority rights in 

Europe, especially South-East Europe. 
 

Skills and Competencies  

Students will be able to:  

- critically assess and analyse interaction between nationalism and the 
state 

- critically evaluate identity formation and change, with regard to nation, 
gender, class and race 

- critically assess integration, territorial pluralism and power sharing from 
theoretical and empirical perspectives  

- critically assess the instrumentalization of religion for political purposes 
- analyse the implementation of minority rights in South East Europe 
 

Teaching methods:  

Teaching methods include a combination of frontal lectures with interactive 
ways of learning, from discussions to group work and activities.  
 
Students have a full day thematic field trip within Bosnia and Herzegovina in 
which they explore issues directly relevant for the course (e.g, visits to 
relevant non-governmental organisations and memory sites).  

Sustainable 
development goals 
(SDG) 

4 - Quality education  
5 - Gender equality  
10 - Reduced inequalities  
16 - Peace, justice and strong institutions 

Knowledge 
assessment 
methods with 
grading system1:  

Students are required to attend classes (at least 80% of the total hours). 

They must read the assigned literature before lectures and actively 
participate in discussions and workshops. 

Knowledge assessment consists of:  

 written assignment 50% of the grade 

 exam that weights 50% of grade.  

                                                           
1 The system of points and the grading criteria for each subject shall be defined by the organizational unit’s Council 

prior to the commencement of the academic year in which the teaching activity is performed in accordance with the 
Article 64, paragraph 6 of the Sarajevo Canton Law on Higher Education. 
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Students will be awarded 6 ECTS credits based on: 

 regular attendance (80%) of lectures and workshops; 

 active participation in class activities; 

 points earned through the evaluation of the written assignment 

 points earned through the evaluation of the written exam. 
 

Upon course completion, students will evaluate the course, including its 
content, teaching methods, and individual lecturers, accessibility of 
materials, as well as the course as a whole, through an online questionnaire. 

 

Literature2:  

 

Mandatory 
 
Baker, Catherine. 2018. Postsocialism, borders, security and race after 
Yugoslavia. Chapter 4 in: Baker, Race and the Yugoslav Region, Manchester: 
Manchester University Press. 

Brubaker, Rogers and Frederick Cooper. 2004. Beyond identity. Ch.2 in: 
R.Brubaker, Ethnicity without Groups. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University 
Press, pp. 28-63. 

Cavanaugh, William. “Does Religion Cause Violence?” Held at the University 
of Western Australia, 29th May 2006. Pp 1-21 

de Varennes, F., Language rights of linguistic minorities: A practical guide 
for implementation, UN Special Rapporteur on minority issues. 2017 

de Varennes, F., Report of the Special Rapporteur on the significance and 
scope of the four categories of minorities, UN Special Rapporteur on 
minority issues, https://daccess-
ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?OpenAgent&DS=A/75/211&Lang=E, paragraphs 
26-70. 

Dragović-Soso, J. 'Why Did Yugoslavia Disintegrate? An Overview on 
Contending Explanations', in: John Lampe and Jasna Dragović-Soso (eds): 
State-Collapse in South-Eastern Europe, Purdue University Press, 2007, 1-39.  

Hromadžić, Azra. 2015. Bathroom mixing. Chapter 3 (pp. 86-102) in: 
Hromadžić, Citizens of an Empty Nation: Youth and State-Making in Postwar 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press. 

Jansen, Stef. 2008. Cosmopolitan openings and closures in Post-Yugoslav 
antinationalism. In: Magdalena Nowicka, Maria Rovisco (eds), 
Cosmopolitanism in Practice, Aldershot: Ashgate. 75-92.  

                                                           
2 Acting on behalf of the higher education institution as a public institution, the Senate or organizational unit Council 

respectively, shall define the mandatory and recommended textbooks and manuals list as well as the other 
recommended literature as a basis for preparing and taking the examination by rendering a special Decision which is to 
be published on their websites before the start of the academic year in accordance with the Article 56, paragraph 3 of 
the Sarajevo Canton Law on Higher Education. 
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Jović, D: ‘The Disintegration of Yugoslavia: A Critical Review of Explanatory 
Approaches’. European Journal of Social Theory. Vol 4 (2001) (1): 101-20. 

Kellas, J. “The Evolution of Nationalism.” In The Politics of Nationalism and 
Ethnicity, pp 43-65. UK: Macmillan Education, 1998. 

Krasniqi, Vjollca, Ivor Sokolić and Denisa Kostovicova. 2020. Skirts as flags: 
Transitional justice, gender and everyday nationalism in Kosovo. Nations and 
nationalism 26 (2): 461-476.  

Lijphart, A. (2008). ‘Constitutional Design for Divided Societies’. In Lijphart, 
Thinking About Democracy: Power Sharing and Majority Rule in Theory and 
Practice (London: Routledge), pp. 75-88. 

Linz, J. and A. Stepan (1996) ‘“Stateness”, Nationalism and Democratization’ 
in Linz and Stepan, Problems of Democratic Transition and Consolidation: 
Southern Europe, South America, and Post-communist Europe (Baltimore: 
Johns Hopkins University Press), pp. 16-37. 

Madeley, John. “Religion and the State”, in Jeffrey Haynes (ed.). “Routledge 
Handbook of Religion and Politics”. Routledge, London and New York, 2009. 
174 -191 

McGarry, J. & O’Leary, B. (2015)  ‘Territorial Pluralism: Taxonomizing Its 
Forms, Virtues, and Flaws’, in K. Basta, J. McGarry & R. Simeon (eds.) 
Territorial Pluralism: Managing Difference in Multinational States 
(Vancouver: UBC Press), pp. 13-53. 

Miles, William F. S. “Political para-theology: rethinking religion, politics and 
democracy”. Third world Quarterly (September 1996). 525 – 535 

O’Leary, B. & McGarry, J. (2012) ‘The Politics of Accommodation and 
Integration in Democratic States’, in A. Guelke & J. Tournon (eds.), The Study 
of Politics and Ethnicity: Recent Analytical Developments (Leverkusen 
Opladen: Barbara Budrich), pp. 79-116. 

Opinions of the Advisory Committee on Croatia, Montenegro, and Serbia. 

Roter, P.  (2013). Minority rights Protection in the Western Balkans 
Contribution. 15th anniversary of the Framework Convention for the 
Protection of National Minorities Council of Europe. (pp. 1-4).  Strasbourg: 
Council of Europe.  

Vizi, B. (2017). “European integration and minority rights conditionality 
policy”. Vizi, B., Toth, N., Dobos, E. (eds.), Beyond International 
Conditionality: Local Variations of Minority Representation in Central and 
South-Eastern Europe. Nomos:  Baden-Baden. 51-78. 

Vrcan, Srđan. “Faith and State: the exemplary case of former Yugoslavia”. 
Transeuropeennes. Religions in Politics. 51 – 63 
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Zubrzycki, Genevieve. “Religion and Nationalism: A Critical Re-examination”, 
in Brian S. T Turner (ed.). “The New Blackwell Companion to the Sociology of 
Religion”. Blackwell Publishing Ltd. 2010   606-625 

Additional   
 
Adamson, K and Jović, D: ‘The Macedonian-Albanian Political Frontier: the 
Re-articulation of post-Yugoslav Political Identities’, Nations and 
Nationalism, Vol 10 (2004), Part 3 (July 2004), 293-311. 

Bakić-Hayden, Milica. 1995. Nesting orientalisms: The case of former 
Yugoslavia. Slavic Review  54 (4): 917-931 

Berger, Peter. “The desecularization of the world: A Global Overview”, in 
Berger, Peter L. et al. (eds). “Resurgent Religion and World Politics”. 
Washington: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1999. Pp 1-18 

Bieber, F: 'Ethnopopulism and the Global Dynamics of Nationalist 
Mobilization“, Ethnopolitics, 17 (2018), 5: 558-562.  

Bose, S. (2007) Contested Lands: Sri Lanka, Cyprus, Bosnia, Kashmir and 
Israel-Palestine (Cambridge: Harvard University Press), Introduction, chapter 
3 (Bosnia) and Conclusion. 

Bose, S. (2017) ‘Mostar as Microcosm: Power-Sharing in Post-War Bosnia’ in 
A. McCullogh and J. McGarry (eds.) Power-Sharing: Empirical and Normative 
Challenges (London: Routledge), pp. 189-2010. 

Bougarel, X. (1996) ‘Bosnia and Hercegovina - State and Communitarianism’ 
in D. Dyker & I. Vejvoda (eds.) Yugoslavia and After: A Study in 
Fragmentation, Despair and Rebirth (London: Longman), pp. 87-115. 

Bruce, Steve. “Religion in the modern world. From cathedrals to cults”. New 
York: Oxford University Press, USA, 1996. Pp 69-95 

Dialogue: Jürgen Habermas and Charles Taylor in Eduardo Mendieta and 
Jonathan VanAntwerpen (eds.). “The Power of Religion in the Public Sphere”, 
Judith Butler, Jurgen Habermas, Charles Taylor, Cornel West, Afterword by 
Craig Calhoun; Columbia University Press, 2011. 60-69 

Duijzings, Ger. 2007. Commemorating Srebrenica: Histories of violence and 
the politics of memory in Eastern Bosnia. In: Bougarel, Xavier, Elissa Helms 
and Ger Duijzings (eds.). The New Bosnian Mosaic: Identities, Memories and 
Moral Claims in a Post-war Society. Ashgate, pp. 141-166. 

Džankić, J and Keil, S: 'Post-Partition Citizenship Policies: Lesson from Post-
Yugoslav Federal States', The Journal of Federalism, 51 (2020), 2: 307-326.  

Gordy, Eric. 2013. Guilt, Responsibility, and Denial: The Past at Stake in Post-
Milošević Serbia. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press. 



UNIVERSITY OF SARAJEVO – CENTER FOR INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES 

Course Description  

SP2 Form 

Page 6/ 7 

 

 

Greenberg, Jessica. 2014. After the Revolution: Youth, Democracy, and the 
Politics of Disappointment in Serbia. Stanford: Stanford University Press. 

Guzina, D. & Marijan, B. (2013) ‘Between the Hammer and a Nail: Reconciling 
Power Sharing and Civil Society in Bosnia and Herzegovina and Macedonia’ 
in S. Pavlović & M. Živković (eds.) Transcending Fratricide: Political 
Mythologies, Reconciliations and the Uncertain Future in the Former 
Yugoslavia (Nomos), esp. pp. 201-210. 

Helms, Elissa. 2013. Innocence and Victimhood : Gender, Nation, and 
Women's Activism in Postwar Bosnia-Herzegovina. Madison, WI: University 
of Wisconsin Press. 

Horowitz, D. (2014) ‘Ethnic Power Sharing: Three Big Problems’, Journal of 
Democracy, 25 (2), pp. 5-20. 

Jansen, Stef, Čarna Brković and Vanja Čelebičić (eds). 2016. Negotiating 
Social Relations in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Routledge. 

Jović, D: ‘Communist Yugoslavia and Its Others’, in: John Lampe and Mark 
Mazower (eds): Ideologies and National Identities: the Case of the 
Twentieth-Century Southeastern Europe. Budapest and New York: CEU 
Press: 277-302. (2003) 

Jović, D: ‘Fear of Being Minority as a Cause of the post-Yugoslav Wars’, 
Balkanologie, Vol 5 (2001), No 1-2, 21-37. 

Jović, D: ‘Leninist and Stalinist Origins of Tudjman’s policy of self-
determination and secession’, Politička misao, Vol 52 (2015), 1: 15-47. 

Jović, D: “Yugoslavia as Project and as Experiment”, in Maroje Mrduljaš (ed): 
„Unfinished modernizations: Between Utopia and Pragmatism“, Zagreb: 
CCA, 2012, pp. 14-21. 

Lijphart, A. (2008) ‘Constitutional Design for Divided Societies’ in Lijphart, 
Thinking About Democracy: Power Sharing and Majority Rule in Theory and 
Practice (London: Routledge), pp. 75-88. 

Linz, J. & A. Stepan (1996) ‘“Stateness”, Nationalism and Democratization’ in 
Linz and Stepan, Problems of Democratic Transition and Consolidation: 
Southern Europe, South America, and Post-communist Europe (Baltimore: 
Johns Hopkins University Press), pp. 16-37. 

Maxwell, A: 'Nationalism as Classification: suggestions for reformulating 
nationalism research', Nationalities Papers, 46 (2018), 4: 539-555.  

Perica, V: 'Serbian Jerusalem: Religious Nationalism, Globalization and the 
Invention of a Holy Land in Europe's Periphery, 1985-2017', Occasional 
Papers on Religion in Eastern Europe, 37 (2017), 6, article 3.  

Stjepanović, D: 'Self-determination constellations: Substate regions and 
citizenship in Europe', Euroborders Working Papers 06, 2017.  
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Tešan, J: 'Defending the Nation from Her Nationalism(s)', Nationalism and 
Ethnic Politics, 23 (2017): 81-97.  

Vladisavljević, N. (2008) ‘Yugoslavia’s Peculiar Authoritarianism’ in Serbia’s 
Antibureaucratic Revolution: Milošević, the Fall of Communism and 
Nationalist Mobilization (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan), pp. 25-50. 

Vladisavljević, N. (2025) ‘Power Sharing without Democracy: A Comparative 
Historical Analysis of Power Sharing in National Self-Determination Conflicts 
in Yugoslavia, Bosnia and North Macedonia’, Europe-Asia Studies (in press). 
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Course code:  
DHRDI103 

Course name:     DEMOCRATISATION AND EU INTEGRATION 

Cycle: II Study year: I Semester: I ECTS: 7 

Study mode: Obligatory 
Total hours: 50 
Lectures: 48 
Visits: 2 

Teaching participants 
Professors and associates with relevant expertise in the scientific area 
(s) to which the subject belongs (UNSA and study programme partner 
universities)  

Enrolment 
preconditions: 

None 

Course goal(s): 

The course goal is introducing students to the challenges of 
democratization and the processes of social transformations in the post 
socialist/post-war realities of Southeast Europe, and to provide the 
tools and knowledge to understand the process of EU integration of the 
region together with the main challenges laying ahead. 

Thematic units: 

(if needed, the weekly 
work schedule is 
established taking into 
account the 
organizational units’ 
peculiarities) 

 INTRODUCTION TO THE EUROPEAN UNION  

 EU ENLARGEMENT AND THE WESTERN BALKANS  

 DEMOCRACY AND AUTHORITARIANISM IN SEE  

 RULE OF LAW IN THE WESTERN BALKANS  

 CIVIL SOCIETY AND SOCIAL MOVEMENTS IN SOUTHEAST 
EUROPE  

 MEDIA FREEDOM AND DISINFORMATION IN SOUTHEAST 
EUROPE 

 VISIT TO EU DELEGATION TO BIH  

Learning outcomes:  

Knowledge:  Knowledge of types of political regimes and understanding 
of democratic transition and consolidation processes with a focus on 
Southeast Europe. Knowledge of the EU Institutions, operation of the 
policy of EU enlargement and the how EU strives to lead the political-
economic transformation of a region that features incomplete conflict 
resolution and ongoing processes of state-building. 

Skills: Analytical skills in assessing contemporary democratization and 
autocratization trends, as well as EU enlargement processes and 
policies in the SEE region.   

Competencies: Students are expected to develop competences 
necessary to navigate between theoretical and empirical aspects of 
democratization. They will be able to use major instruments/indices for 
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regime type (Bertelsmann Stiftung Index, Nations in Transit, etc.) and 
assess key political trends. They will also be able to evaluate the 
dynamics of the process of Western Balkans' EU accession and analyze 
issues related to this process. 

Teaching methods:  

 
Teaching methods include a combination of frontal lectures with 
interactive ways of learning, from discussions to group work and 
activities.  

Sustainable 
development goals 
(SDG) 

 
4 - Quality education  
5 - Gender equality  
8 - Decent work and economic growth  
10 - Reduced inequalities  
16 - Peace, justice and strong institutions 
 

Knowledge assessment 
methods with grading 
system1:  

Students are required to attend classes (at least 80% of the total hours). 

They must read the assigned literature before lectures and actively 
participate in discussions and workshops. 

Knowledge assessment consists of:  

 written assignment 50% of the grade 

 test that weights 50% of grade.  

Students will be awarded 7 ECTS credits based on: 

 regular attendance (80%) of lectures and workshops; 

 active participation in class activities; 

 points earned through the evaluation of the written assignment 

 points earned through the evaluation of the written exam. 
 

Upon course completion, students will evaluate the course, including its 
content, teaching methods, and individual lecturers, accessibility of 
materials, as well as the course as a whole, through an online 
questionnaire. 

Literature2:  

 

MANDATORY 

Anghel, V., & Džankić, J. (2023). Wartime EU: consequences of the 
Russia–Ukraine war on the enlargement process. Journal of European 
Integration, 45(3), 487-501. 

                                                           
1 The system of points and the grading criteria for each subject shall be defined by the organizational unit’s Council 
prior to the commencement of the academic year in which the teaching activity is performed in accordance with the 
Article 64, paragraph 6 of the Sarajevo Canton Law on Higher Education. 
2 Acting on behalf of the higher education institution as a public institution, the Senate or organizational unit Council 
respectively, shall define the mandatory and recommended textbooks and manuals list as well as the other 
recommended literature as a basis for preparing and taking the examination by rendering a special Decision which is to 
be published on their websites before the start of the academic year in accordance with the Article 56, paragraph 3 of 
the Sarajevo Canton Law on Higher Education. 
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Baća, Baća (2023) “Enacting Resistance, Performing Citizenship: 
Trajectories of Political Subjectification in the Post-Democratic 
Condition”. Sociology 57(1): 175–192. 

Bieber, F. 2018. Belated Transitions in South Eastern Europe. In: Fagan A. 
and P. Kopecký (eds.). Routledge Handbook of Easter European Studies. 
Routledge, 27–38. 

Bunce, V.J. & S.L. Wolchik. 2011. Defeating Authoritarian Leaders in 
Postcommunist Countries. Cambridge University Press, 85–113. 

Costa, O., Van Hecke, S., (eds) The EU Political System After the 2019 
European Elections, Palgrave Macmillan, pp 121-150 and pp. 503-516 

Della Porta, Donatella (2020) “Building Bridges: Social Movements and 
Civil Society in Times of Crisis”. Voluntas 31(5): 938–948. 

Džihić V. & D. Segert. 2011. Lessons from “Post-Yugoslav” 
Democratization. East European Politics and Societies, 26:2, 239–253.  

Grbeša Zenzerović, M., & Nenadic, I. (2022). Strengthening resilience to 
disinformation: the state of affairs and guidelines for action. Agency for 
Electronic Media.  

Jacobsson, Kerstin and Korolczuk, Elżbieta (2020) “Mobilizing Grassroots 
in the City: Lessons for Civil Society Research in Central and Eastern 
Europe”. International Journal of Politics, Culture, and Society 33(2): 
125–141. 

Kapidžić, D.  2025. Illiberal Politics in Southeast Europe. Oxford Research 
Encyclopedia of International Studies. 

Kapidžić, D. 2020. The Rise of Illiberal Politics in Southeast Europe. 
Southeast European And Black Sea Studies, 20:1, 1–18. 

Kmezic, M., & Bieber, F. (2020). Protecting the Rule of Law in EU Member 
states and Candidate Countries, Sweedish Institute for European Studies. 
European Policy Analysis, October 2020 

Levitsky, S. and L. Way. 2002. The Rise of Competitive Authoritarianism. 
Journal of Democracy, 13:2, 51–65. 

Magen, A. (2016): ‘Cracks in the Foundations: Understanding the Great 
Rule of Law Debate in the EU’, Journal of Common Market Studies, 54(5), 
1050-1061. 

Richter, S., & Wunsch, N. (2020). Money, power, glory: the linkages 
between EU conditionality and state capture in the Western Balkans. 
Journal of European Public Policy, 27(1), 41-62. 
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Schimmelfennig, F., & Sedelmeier, U. (2020). The Europeanization of 
Eastern Europe: the external incentives model revisited. Journal of 
European Public Policy, 27(6), 814-833 

Stubbs, Paul (2012) “Networks, Organisations, Movements: Narratives 
and Shapes of Three Waves of Activism in Croatia”. Polemos 15(2): 11–
30. 

Tamanaha, B. (2009). 'A Concise Guide to the Rule of Law' in Palombella, 
G. and Walker, N. Relocating the Rule of Law. Hart Publishing.  

 
ADDITIONAL  

Baća, Bojan (2022) “Practice Theory and Postsocialist Civil Society: 
Toward a New Analytical Framework”. International Political Sociology 
16(2): 1–21. 

Baća, Bojan (2024) “Three Stages of Civil Society Development in the 
Global East: Lessons from Montenegro, 1989–2020”. Political Geography 
109: 1–10. 

Bermeo, N. 2016. On Democratic Backsliding. Journal of Democracy, 
27:1, 5–19. 

Bieber F., 2020. The Rise of Authoritariansim in the Western Balkans. 
Palgrave Macmillan.  

Bieber, F. 2017. Post-Yugoslav Patterns of Democratization. In: Ramet, 
S., C.M. Hassenstab and O. Listhaug (eds.). Building Democracy in the 
Yugoslav Successor States. Cambridge University Press, 39–57. 

Bieber, Florian and Brentin, Dario (eds). 2018. Social Movements in the 
Balkans: Rebellion and Protest from Maribor to Taksim. London: 
Routledge. 

Börzel, T. A., & Grimm, S. (2018). Building Good (Enough) Governance in 
Postconflict Societies & Areas of Limited Statehood: The European Union 
& the Western Balkans. Daedalus, 147(1), 116-127. 

Börzel, T. A., Dimitrova, A., & Schimmelfennig, F. (2017). European Union 
enlargement and integration capacity: concepts, findings, and policy 
implications. Journal of European Public Policy, 24(2), 157-176. 

Bunce V.J. and S.L. Wolchik. 2010. Defeating Dictators: Electoral Change 
and Stability in Competitive Authoritarian Regimes. World Politics, 62:1, 
43–86. 
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Carothers, T. (2003). Promoting the Rule of law Abroad. The Problem of 
Knowledge. Carnegie Endowment. Rule of Law Series Working Paper. 
Washington: Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. 

Cini, M. & Pérez-Solórzano Borragán, N. (2019). European Union Politics. 
Oxford University Press. (Chapters 1-3) 

Dolenec, D. 2013. Democratic institutions and authoritarian rule in 
Southeast Europe. ECPR Press. 

Economides, S. (2020). From fatigue to resistance: EU enlargement and 
the Western Balkans. The Dahrendorf Forum, Working Paper 17. Berlin, 
DE. 

Ekiert, Grzegorz and Kubik, Jan (2014) “The Legacies of 1989: Myths and 
Realities of Civil Society”. Journal of Democracy 25(1): 46–58. 

Elbasani, A., & Šabić, S. Š. (2018). Rule of law, corruption and democratic 
accountability in the course of EU enlargement. Journal of European 
Public Policy, 25(9), 1317-1335. 

Elbasani, A., & Šabić, S. Š. (2018). Rule of law, corruption and democratic 
accountability in the course of EU enlargement. Journal of European 
Public Policy, 25(9), 1317-1335. 

Epstein, R.A. (2008). The social context in conditionality: 
internationalizing finance in postcommunist Europe. Journal of European 
Public Policy, 15(6), 880-898. 

Fagan, Adam and Sircar, Indraneel (eds) (2018) Activist Citizenship in 
Southeast Europe. London: Routledge. 

Fakiolas, E. T. and N. Tzifakis, (2008). Transformation or accession? 
Reflecting on the EU’s strategy towards the Western Balkans. European 
Foreign Affairs Review, 13(3), 377-398. 

Freyburg, T., & Richter, S. (2010). National identity matters: the limited 
impact of EU political conditionality in the Western Balkans. Journal of 
European Public Policy, 17(2), 263-281. 

Freyburg, T., & Richter, S. (2010). National identity matters: the limited 
impact of EU political conditionality in the Western Balkans. Journal of 
European Public Policy, 17(2), 263-281. 

Gagyi, Ágnes (2021) The Political Economy of Middle-Class Politics and 
the Global Crisis in Eastern Europe: The Case of Hungary and Romania. 
London: Palgrave Macmillan. 
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Gjuzelov B. & M. Ivanovska Hadjievska. 2020. Institutional and symbolic 
aspects of illiberal politics: the case of North Macedonia (2006–2017). 
Southeast European and Black Sea Studies, 20:1, 41–60.  

Hix, S. & Høyland, B. (2021). The Political System of the European Union. 
Palgrave Macmillan. (Selected readings on institutions and decision-
making) 

Hoxhaj, A. (2020). The EU Rule of Law Initiative Towards the Western 
Balkans. Hague Journal of Rule of Law, 13, 143-172. 

Jacobsson, Kerstin (ed) (2015) Urban Grassroots Movements in Central 
and Eastern Europe. Farnham: Ashgate. 

Jacobsson, Kerstin and Saxonberg, Steven (eds) (2013) Beyond NGO-
ization: The Development of Social Movements in Central and Eastern 
Europe. London: Routledge. 

Kapidžić, D. 2020. Subnational competitive authoritarianism and power-
sharing in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Southeast European and Black Sea 
Studies, 20:1, 81–101.  

Keil, S. 2018. The Business of State Capture and the Rise of 
Authoritarianism in Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia. 
Southeastern Europe, 42:1, 59–82.  

Kmezic, M. (2020). Rule of Law and Democracy in the Western Balkans: 
Addressing the Gap between Policies and Practice. Southeast European 
and Black Sea Studies, Volume 20, Issue 1, 183-198. 

Kochenov, D. and Pech, L. (2016) Better Late Than Never? European 
Commission's Rule of Law Framework and Its First Activation, 54 Journal 
of Common Market Studies, 1062–1074. 

Komar, O. 2020. The elephant in the room: illiberal politics in 
Montenegro. Southeast European and Black Sea Studies, 20:1, 61–80.  

Mandelski, M. (2016). The EU's Pathological Power: The Failre of External 
Eule of Law Promotion in South Eastern Europe. Southeastern Europe, 
39, 318-346. 

Marčić, S. 2014. Informal Institutions in the Western Balkans: An 
Obstacle to Democratic Consolidation. Journal of Balkan and Near 
Eastern Studies, 17:1, 1–14.  

Merkel, W. 2004. Embedded and defective democracies. 
Democratization, 11:5, 33–58. 

Mikuš, Marek (2018) Frontiers of Civil Society: Government and 
Hegemony in Serbia. New York: Berghahn. 
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Nenadić, I., Carlini, R., & Spassov, O. (2024). A decade of digital 
transformation: Pluralism between the media and digital platforms. In 
Media Pluralism in the Digital Era (pp. 17-32). Routledge.  

O'Brennan, J. (2014). On the Slow Train to Nowhere-the European Union, 
Enlargement Fatigue and the Western Balkans. European Foreign Affairs 
Review, 19(2), 221-242. 

Pavlović, D. 2019. The political economy behind the gradual demise of 
democratic institutions in Serbia. Southeast European and Black Sea 
Studies, 20:1, 19–39. 

Perry, V. & S. Keil .2018. The Business of State Capture in the Western 
Balkans. An Introduction. Southeastern Europe, 42:1, 1–14.  

Pudar Draško, G., I. Fiket & J. Vasiljević. 2000. Big dreams and small steps: 
comparative perspectives on the social movement struggle for 
democracy in Serbia and North Macedonia. Southeast European and 
Black Sea Studies, 20:1, 199–219.  

Richter, S., & Wunsch, N. (2020). Money, power, glory: the linkages 
between EU conditionality and state capture in the Western Balkans. 
Journal of European Public Policy, 27(1), 41-62. 

Schimmelfennig, F. (2008). EU political accession conditionality after the 
2004 enlargement: consistency and effectiveness. Journal of European 
public policy, 15(6), 918-937. 

Schimmelfennig, F. (2018). European Integration Theory. Oxford 
University Press. 

Stratulat, C., Kmezić, M., Tzifakis, N., Bonomi, M. and Nechev, Z. (2020). 
Between a rock and a hard place: Public opinion and the EU integration 
in the Western Balkans. Balkans in Europe Policy Advisory Group 
(BiEPAG), Policy Brief, December, https://biepag.eu/wp-
content/uploads/2021/07/Between-a-rock-and-a-hard-place-English-
1.pdf.   

Strelkov, A. (2016). The EU and Rule of Law promotion in Western 
Balkans – a new role for Candidate states'. East European Politics. 
Volume 32, Issue 4, 505-524. 

Tilly, Charles and Tarrow, Sidney (2015) Contentious Politics. 2nd ed. 
Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Tzifakis, N. (2012). Bosnia's slow Europeanisation. Perspectives on 
European politics and society, 13(2), 131-148. 
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Vachudova, M.A. 2014. EU Leverage and National Interests in the 
Balkans: The Puzzles of Enlargement Ten Years On. Journal of Common 
Market Studies, 52:1, 122–138. 

Walker, N. (2009). 'The Rule of Law and the EU: Necessity's Mixed Virtue 
Walker', in Relocating the Rule of Law. Palombella, G. & Walker, N. (eds.). 
Hart, p. 119-38. 

Wallace, H., Pollack, M. A., & Young, A. R. (2020). Policy-Making in the 
European Union. Oxford University Press. 

 

 



  

                                                                                                                   

UNIVERSITY OF SARAJEVO – CENTER FOR INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES 

 “Prof. dr Zdravko Grebo” 

 

Course Description  

SP2 Form 

Page 1/8 

 

 

Course code:  
DHRPS104 

Course name:     UN AND EUROPEAN HUMAN RIGHTS SYSTEMS 

Cycle: II Study year: I Semester: I ECTS: 8 

Study mode: Obligatory 
Total hours: 58 
Lectures: 56 
Expert seminar: 2 

Teaching 
participants 

Professors and associates with relevant expertise in the scientific area (s) 
to which the subject belongs (UNSA and study program partner 
universities) 

Enrolment 
preconditions: 

None 

Course goal(s): 

This course provides an in-depth examination of the international human 
rights law, focusing on both the United Nations (UN) and European 
(European Union – EU, Council of Europe – CoE and OSCE) human rights 
systems. It explores key human rights institutions, treaties, enforcement 
mechanisms, and thematic areas such as women's rights. It also explores the 
relationship between human rights and other disciplines, such as the 
emerging challenges posed by artificial intelligence. By analyzing legal 
instruments, case law, the most significant literature and contemporary 
debates, students will gain a critical understanding of the effectiveness and 
limitations of human rights protection at the global and regional levels. 

Thematic units: 
(the weekly work 
schedule is 
established taking 
into account the 
organizational units’ 
peculiarities) 

 INTRODUCTION TO THE UN HUMAN RIGHTS SYSTEM  

 THE UN HUMAN RIGHTS TREATY BASED PROTECTION SYSTEM  

 THE EUROPEAN HUMAN RIGHTS SYSTEM 

 THE EUROPEAN HUMAN RIGHTS INSTRUMENTS 

 WOMEN’S RIGHTS PROTECTION AND IMPLEMENTATION  

 ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND ITS IMPACT ON DEMOCRACY AND  
HUMAN RIGHTS  

Learning outcomes: 
(Knowledge, skills 
and competencies)  

By the end of this course, students will: 

Knowledge 

 Demonstrate advanced understanding of the UN human rights 
system, including charter-based and treaty-based mechanisms; 

 Identify and analyze core international human rights treaties, their 
monitoring bodies, and enforcement mechanisms; 

 Acquire an appropriate knowledge of the European human rights 
system, with a focus on the European Convention on Human Rights 
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and the role of the European Court of Human Rights and be able to 
compare different systems (CoE EU and, when relevant, OSCE); 

 Understand key legal principles concerning women’s rights, 
including gender equality, non-discrimination; 

 Assess the emerging impact of artificial intelligence (AI) on human 
rights 

Skills  

 Analyze and interpret human rights treaties, case law, and policy 
documents within the UN and European human rights systems; 

 Critically assess the effectiveness of human rights enforcement 
mechanisms and propose legal or policy-based reforms; 

 Apply international legal principles to contemporary human rights 
challenges 

 Conduct case-based legal analysis, using real-world human rights 
violations and decisions from international and regional courts; 

 Evaluate the basic ethical and legal implications of artificial 
intelligence concerning human rights law and propose solutions for 
responsible AI governance. 
 

Competencies  

 Demonstrate the ability to engage in independent critical thinking 
about human rights issues in international and regional contexts; 

 Compare and contrast different legal approaches to human rights 
protection;  

 Develop policy recommendations to strengthen human rights 
protections 

 Exhibit ethical reasoning and a commitment to human rights 
advocacy  

 Successfully apply acquired knowledge and skills in professional or 
academic settings. 
 

Teaching methods:  
Teaching methods include frontal lectures with interactivity, from 
discussions to group work and other activities.  

Sustainable 
development goals 
(SDG) 

4 - Quality education; 5 - Gender equality; 10 - Reduced inequalities; 16- 
Peace, justice and strong institutions 

Knowledge 
assessment 
methods with 
grading system1:  

Students are required to attend classes (at least 80% of the total hours). 
 
They must read the assigned literature before lectures and actively 
participate in discussions and workshops. 
 
Knowledge assessment consists of:  
 

                                                           
1 The system of points and the grading criteria for each subject shall be defined by the organizational unit’s Council 
prior to the commencement of the academic year in which the teaching activity is performed in accordance with the 
Article 64, paragraph 6 of the Sarajevo Canton Law on Higher Education. 
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 written assignment 50% of the grade 

 exam 50% of grade.  
 
Students will be awarded 5 ECTS credits based on: 

 regular attendance (80%) of lectures and workshops; 

 active participation in class activities; 

 points earned through the evaluation of the written assignment 

 points earned through the evaluation of the written exam. 
 
Upon course completion, students will evaluate the course, including its 
content, teaching methods, and individual lecturers, accessibility of 
materials, as well as the course as a whole, through an online questionnaire. 
 

Literature2:  
 

 
Mandatory  

A Union of Equality: The European Union Gender Equality Strategy 2020-
2025. 

Antić, M., & Radačić, I. (2020). The evolving understanding of gender in 
international law and ‘gender ideology’ pushback 25 years since the Beijing 
conference on women. Women’s Studies International Forum, 83 (3), pp. 
102-421. 

Benedek, W. (2023) Digital Human Rights and Artificial Intelligence, in: 
Pravni Zapisi, 14, 2, 227-237. 

Brian D. Lepard, International Law and Human Rights, in Thomas Cushman 
(ed), Handbook of Human Rights (Routledge 2014), 583-597. 

Burrell, J and Fourcade, M, The Society of Algorithms (July 2021). Annual 
Review of Sociology, Vol. 47, pp. 213-237, 2021, Vol. 47, pp. 213-237, 
Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=3903829 or 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1146/annurev-soc-090820-020800  

Carmen Thiele, “European Human Rights System” in Mihr and Gibney (eds.), 
SAGE Handbook of Human Rights, 2014. 

CERD Committee, Inter-States Communications, admissibility decisions 
2019. 

Christian Strohal, “Shooting the Messenger – The Crises of the International 
Protection of HR and the geopolitical OSCE Perspective” in Benedek/Czech, 

                                                           
2 Acting on behalf of the higher education institution as a public institution, the Senate or organizational unit Council 

respectively, shall define the mandatory and recommended textbooks and manuals list as well as the other 
recommended literature as a basis for preparing and taking the examination by rendering a special Decision which is to 
be published on their websites before the start of the academic year in accordance with the Article 56, paragraph 3 of 
the Sarajevo Canton Law on Higher Education. 
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Heschl, Lukas and Nowak (eds.), European Yearbook on Human Rights, 
2018, 481-494. 

Crenshaw, K. (1989). Demarginalizing the Intersection of Race and Sex: A 
Black Feminist Critique of Antidiscrimination Doctrine, Feminist Theory and 
Antiracist Politics. University of Chicago Legal Forum, (1), pp. 139 – 167. 

Dinah L. Shelton, Advanced Introduction to International Human Rights Law 
(chapter 3 ‘International Institutions’) (Edward Elgar 2020), 44-73. 

EU Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy 2020-2024. 

European Convention on Human Rights 1957 

Fraser, Arvonne S. "Becoming Human: The Origins and Developments of 
Women's Human Rights." Human Rights Quarterly, vol. 21, no. 4, 
November 1999, pp. 853-906.                                                                       

Gabriel. N. Toggenburg, “The EU human rights agenda: development, actors, 
policy framework and effectiveness” in Bard A. Andreassen (ed.), Politics of 
International Human Rights Law, Ed Elgar 2024 (final draft). 

HRC,  General Comment No. 36 on Article 6 of the International Covenant 
on Civil  and Political Rights – Right to Life, 2019 

HRC, A.S., D.I., O.I. and G.D. v. Italy, 2021 (re jurisdictional issues) 

HRC, Ioane Teitiota v. New Zealand, 2020 (re climate change and right to 
life/non-refoulement) 

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women. 

Rhona K. Smith, International Human Rights Law (chapter 4 ‘The 
International Bill of Human Rights’) (Oxford University Press 2022), 59-85. 

Sartori, L. and Collett, C. (2025) Sociotechnical imaginaries of social 
inequality in the design and use of AI recruitment technology, European 
societies, OA. 

Sartori, L. and Theodorou, A. (2021), A sociotechnical perspective for the 
future of AI: narratives, inequalities, and human control, Ethics and 
Information Technology. OA 

Sartori, L., Piva R. 2025, Generative AI for work, democracy and gender: 
The good, the bad and the unknown, in Handbook of Human-AI 
Collaboration (eds. M. Chetouani, A. Nowak, P.Lukowicz), Springer. OA (in 
press). 
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The 1979 Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women (CEDAW).  

The 2018-2023 Council of Europe Gender Equality Strategy.  

Timmer, A. (2011). Toward an Anti-Stereotyping Approach for the European 
Court of Human Rights, Human Rights Law Review, 11 (4), pp. 707 – 738. 

UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR), available at 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/treaty-bodies/cescr 

UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD), available 
at  https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/cerd/pages/cerdindex.aspx  

UN Human Rights Committee (HRC), available at 
www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/ccpr/pages/ccprindex.aspx 

Wolfgang Benedek, Are the Tools of The Council of Europe Sufficient to 
Protect Human Rights, Democracy and the Rule of Law from Backsliding? 
European Convention on Human Rights Law Review 1 (2020), 151 – 158. 

Wolfgang Benedek, The Human Rights Policy of the EU towards Western 
Balkan Enlargement States – Problems of Credibility and Coherence, 
Festschrift Isak, Vienna 2020, 263 -279. 

Wolfgang Benedek, The Use of the Moscow Mechanism and its Potential, 
Graz Law Working Paper Series, 22/2021. 
 
Preporučena:  

Coded Bias (2020), Documentary on Netflix. 

Cook, R.  J. (1994). “Womenʹs International Human Rights Law: The Way 
Forward.” Human Rights of Women: National and International 
Perspectives, edited by Rebecca J. Cook, University of Pennsylvania Press, pp. 
3 – 36.  

COTTER, Kelley; REISDORF, Bianca C.. Algorithmic Knowledge Gaps: A New 
Horizon of (Digital) Inequality. International Journal of 
Communication, https://ijoc.org/index.php/ijoc/article/view/12450  

Daniel Moeckli, Sangeeta Shah and Sandesh Sivakumaran, International 
Human Rights Law (Oxford University Press 2017). 
 
Denton, E., Hanna, A., Amironesei, R., Smart, A., & Nicole, H. (2021). On the 
genealogy of machine learning datasets: A critical history of ImageNet. Big 
Data & Society, 8(2).  
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European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and 
Constitutional Affairs (2018). Backlash in Gender Equality and Women’s and 
Girl’s Rights. Brussels: Policy Department for Citizen’s Rights and 
Constitutional Affairs. 

Gruber, J. and Hargittai, E. (2023) The importance of algorithm skills for 
informed Internet use, Big data & Society. 

Hodson, Loveday, and Cecilia Medina Quiroga. “Gender Equality 
Untethered?: CEDAW’s Contribution to Intersectionality.” Frontiers of 
Gender Equality: Transnational Legal Perspectives, edited by Rebecca J. 
Cook, University of Pennsylvania Press, 2023, pp. 175–96.  

Hughes, M. M. (2011). Intersectionality, Quotas, and Minority Women’s 
Political Representation Worldwide. The American Political Science Review, 
105 (3), pp. 604 – 620. 

Ilias Bandekas and Lutz Oette, International Human Rights - Law and 
Practice, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press 3rd ed. 2020). 
 

Jelić I., Mührel L., The Human Rights Committee — Challenges and Prospects 
for Enhanced Effectiveness and Integration Get access Arrow, in Journal of 
Human Rights Practice, No. 1, 2022, pp. 17-43; 

Jerzy Pomianowski, European Endowment for Democracy: Supporting 
Democracy in Times of Crises, in: 
Benedek/Kettemann/Klaushofer/Lukas/Nowak (eds.), European Yearbook 
on Human Rights 2016, Vienna/Graz 2017, 161-170. 

Joseph S., Extending the Right to Life Under the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights: General Comment 36, in Human Rights Law Review, 
No. 2, 2019, pp. 347-36; 

Keane D., Mapping the International Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Racial Discrimination as a Living Instrument, in Human Rights Law 
Review, No. 2, 2020, pp. 236-268; 

Kelly, K. (2020). COVID-19 Requires an Intersectional Feminist Policy 
Response. in: Social Problems in the Age of COVID-19. Global Perspectives 
Policy Press 2, pp. 111 – 122. 

Lize R. Glass, From Interlaken to Copenhagen – What has become of the 
proposals aiming to Reform the Functioning of the European Court of Human 
Rights? Human Rights Law Review, 2020, 1-31. 

Mégret F., Alston P., The United Nations and Human Rights, 2020; OHCHR, 
Human Rights. A Basic Handbook for UN Staff, 2000; 
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Outshoorn, J.  (2005). The Political Debates on Prostitution and Trafficking of 
Women. Social Politics: International Studies in Gender, State and Society, 12 
(1), pp. 141 – 155. 

Pan K., Difference Between the ICJ and the CERD Committee: A Comment on 
the Application of the International Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Racial Discrimination (Qatar v. United Arab Emirates) Case, in 
Chinese Journal of International Law, No. 1, 2022, pp. 195-211; 

Power, K. (2020). The COVID-19 pandemic has increased the care burden of 
women and families. Sustainability: Science, Practice and Policy, 16(1), pp. 
67 – 73. 

Radačić, I. (2008). Gender Equality Jurisprudence of the European Court of 
Human Rights. European Journal of International Law, 19(4), pp. 841 – 857. 

Rana, B., & Perrie, V. (2019). CEDAW: A Tool for Addressing Violence against 
Women. In S. S. Aneel, U. T. Haroon, & I. Niazi (Eds.), 70 Years of 
Development: the Way Forward. Sustainable Development Policy Institute, 
pp. 111 – 130. 

Rezmer, J. Work-related human rights and artificial intelligence. Pp. 214- 
230. in Artificial Intelligence and International Human Rights Law, Edited by 
Michał Balcerzak, Julia Kapelańska-Pręgowska. 

Sartori, L. e Bocca, G. (2022), Mind the gap(s), AI&Society. 

Sartori, L., Piva R. 2025, Generative AI for healthcare and education: The 
good, the bad, and the unknown, in Handbook of Human-AI Collaboration 
(eds. M. Chetouani, A. Nowak, P.Lukowicz), Springer. 
 
Sheeran S., Rodley N., Routledge Handbook of International Human Rights 
Law, 2014; 

Sosa, L. (2017). “Intersectionality in the Council of Europe and Inter-
American System”. In: Intersectionality in the Human Rights Legal 
Framework on Violence against Women: At the Centre or the Margins?, 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 121 – 168.  

Thornberry P., The International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 
of Racial Discrimination, Oxford University Press, 2018; 

Ullmann A.J., von Staden A., Challenges and Pitfalls in Research on 
Compliance with the ‘Views’ of UN Human Rights Treaty Bodies: A Reply to 
Vera Shikhelman, in European Journal of  

von Arnauld, K. von der Decken, M. Susi (eds), The Cambridge Handbook of 
New Human Rights, 2020; 
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West, S.M., Whittaker, M. and Crawford, K. 2019 Discriminating Systems: 
Gender, Race and Power in AI. AI Now Institute 

Winner, L. (1977) Do Artifacts Have Politics? https://medium.com/acm-
cscw/do-datasets-have-politics-804f169fbd9b  
 
Wolfgang Benedek, Digital Human Rights and Artificial Intelligence, in: Pravni 
Zapisi, 14(2023)2, 227-237. 

Zajcko, M. (2022) Artificial intelligence, algorithms, and social inequality: 
Sociological contributions to contemporary debates, Sociology Compass. 
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Course code:  
DHRRM105 

COURSE NAME: RESEARCH METHODOLOGIES  
   

Cycle: II Study year: I Semester: I ECTS: 4 

Study mode: Obligatory 
Total hrs. number: 42 
Lectures: 30 
Seminars: 12 

Teaching participants Professors and associates with relevant expertise in the scientific 
area to which the subject belongs  

Enrolment preconditions: NONE 

Course goal(s): 

Research methodologies represent a fundamental subject of every 
discipline, aiming to train students in the importance of a scientific 
approach in the field of democracy and human rights, and to enable 
them to design, conduct, process, and interpret data obtained 
through quantitative, qualitative, and mixed research. In addition, 
the aim of the course is to enable students to understand the 
fundamental principles of social research, understand the 
conventions and challenges of academic writing, and recognize the 
strengths and weaknesses of different research methods and data 
collection techniques. In this sense, the course is not only intended 
to strengthen students' abilities to develop relevant and sustainable 
research projects, but also to strengthen their academic and 
professional profiles. 

Thematic units: 

όƛŦ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ǿƻǊƪ 
ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ƛǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 
ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ǘƘŜ 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǳƴƛǘǎΩ 
ǇŜŎǳƭƛŀǊƛǘƛŜǎύ 

Lectures 

- RESEARCH DESIGN AND QUANTITATIVE RESEARCH 
METHODS 

- DOING ETHNOGRAPHY: QUALITATIVE RESEARCH METHODS  
- INTRODUCTION TO LEGAL ANALYSIS  
- COMPARATIVE RESEARCH  
- CRITICAL DISCOURSE  

 
Seminars 

- INTRODUCTION TO ACADEMIC WRITING  
- WRITING A POLICY BRIEF 
- WRITING AN MA THESIS PROPOSAL  
- MA THESIS WRITING 

Learning outcomes:  KNOWLEDGE: Comprehensive understanding of various research 
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